Serial No.: 10/668,802 
Amendment Dated August 30, 2005 
Response to Office Action dated June 13, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A platter for a weighing scale, comprising: 
a base; 

a plurality of legs extending downwardly from the base; and 

a first hinged member mounted to a first edge of the base, the first hinged 

member being movable between a first member first position in which the first hinged 
member extends substantially horizontally toward a second edge of the base that is 
opposite to the first edge of the base and a first member second position in which the 
first hinged member extends upwardly from the base, the first hinged member 
including a first side that faces upward when the first hinged member is in the first 
member first position and a second side that faces downward when the first hinged 
member is in the first member first position: 

a second hinged member mounted to the second edge of the base f the 

second hinged member being movable between a second member first position in 
which the second hinged member extends substantially horizontally toward the first 
edge of the base and a second member second position in which the second hinged 
member extends upwardly from the base, the second hinged member including a first 
side that faces upward when the second hinged member is in the second member 
first position and a second side that faces downward when the second hinged 
member is in the second member first position: 

a first surface for supporting an item to be weighed by the weighing scale, the 
first surface being formed by at least a portion of the first side of the first hinged 
member and at least a portion of the first side of the second hinged member when 
the first hinged member is in the first member first position and the second hinged 
member is in the second member first position: and 

a cradle for holding a plurality of items to be weighed by the weighing scale, 
the cradle being formed by an upper surface of the base, the second side of the first 
hinged member and the second side of the second hinged member when the first 
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hinged member is in the first member second position and the second hinged 
member is in the second member second position 

at l east ono hinged mombor mounted on tho baso and movable botwoen a 
f i rst pos i tion i n wh i ch tho hingod mombor is substantia l ly hor i zontal and a socond 
posit i on in wh i ch tho hingod mombor oxtonds upward l y from the base . 

2. Canceled. 

3. (Currently Amended) The platter according to claim 12, whefei n further 
comprising : 

a valley in the first surface for supporting an item to be weighed, the valley 
being formed between the first side of the first hinged member and the first side of 
the second hinged member by the first hinged member tilting downwardly towards 
the upper surface of the base includ e s a first sido that facos upward whon th e f i rst 
h i ngod mombor i s in tho first mombor f i rst pos i tion and a s e cond side that fac e s 
downward when the first hinged member is in the first member first position s and the 
second hinged member tilting downwardly towards the upper surface of the base 
i ncludes a first s i do that facos upward whon tho second h i ng e d m e mber i s i n tho 
s o cond mombor first position and a socond sido that facos downward w hen the 
second hinged member is in the second member first position; 

th e r e sp e ctiv e first sid e s of tho first and s e cond hing e d m e mb e rs defin e a 
surfac e for supporting a parcel to bo w e ighed by th e w ei ghing scale whon tho first 
hingod mombor is in the f i rst mombor first pos i tion and th e socond hingod mombor is 
i n th e second m e mb e r f i rst posit i on; and 

an uppor surfac e of the baso, tho socond sido of tho f i rst hinged mombor and 

th e s e cond sid e of the s e cond hing e d m e mb e r d e f i n e a crad le for hold i ng a plural i ty 
of mailpiocos to bo w e igh e d by tho we i ghing scalo, whon tho f i rst hingod mombor is 
in tho f i rst mombor s e cond pos i t i on and tho socond hingod mombor i s in tho socond 
m e mb e r s e cond position . 

4-8. Canceled. 
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9. (Currently Amended) A weighing scale, comprising: 
a load cell; 

a platter for supporting at least one mailpiece to be weighed by the weighing 
scale; and 

means for mounting the platter on the load cell; 

wherein the platter comprises: 

a base having a first edge and a second edge that is opposite to the 
first edge; 

a first hinged member mounted to the first edge of the base, the first 
hinged member being movable between a first member first position in which 
the first hinged member extends substantially horizontally toward the second 
edge of the base and a first member second position in which the first hinged 
member extends upwardly from the base , the first hinged member including a 
first side that faces upward when the first hinged member is in the first 
member first position and a second side that faces downward when the first 
hinged member is in the first member first position : and 

a second hinged member mounted to the second edge of the base, the 
second hinged member being movable between a second member first 
position in which the second hinged member extends substantially horizontally 
toward the first edge of the base and a second member second position in 
which the second hinged member extends upwardly from the base , the 
second hinged member including a first side that faces upward when the 
second hinged member is in the second member first position and a second 
side that faces downward when the second hinged member is in the second 
member first position: 

a first surface for supporting an item to be weighed by the weighing 
scale, the first surface being formed by at least a portion of the first side of the 
first hinged member and at least a portion of the first side of the second hinged 
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member when the first hinged member is in the first member first position and 
the second hinged member is in the second member first position; and 

a cradle for holding a plurality of items to be weighed by the weighing 
scale, the cradle being formed by an upper surface of the base, the second 
side of the first hinged member and the second side of the second hinged 
member when the first hinged member is in the first member second position 
and the second hinged member is in the second member second position . 

10. (Currently Amended) The weighing scale according to claim 9, further 
comprising w h e r ei n : 

a valley in the first surface for supporting an item to be weighed, the valley 
being formed between the first side of the first hinged member and the first side of 
the second hinged member by the first hinged member tilting downwardly towards 
the upper surface of the base i ncludes a f i rst side that fac o s upward when the first 
hinged member is in the first member first position and a s e cond sido that fac e s 
downward whon tho f i rst h i ngod member i s i n th e first mombor f i rst posit i on; the 
second hinged tilting downwardly towards the upper surface of the base member 
i ncludes a f i rst s i do that facos upward w hen the second hinged member is in the 
second member first position and a second sido that facos downward whon tho 
s e cond h i ngod mombor is in tho second member first pos i t i on; 

tho rospoctivo first s i dos of tho f i rst and second hing e d m e mb e rs d e fin e a 
surfac e for support i ng a parc e l to b e w e igh e d by th e w e igh i ng scal e wh e n th e f i rst 
h i ngod mombor is i n tho f i rst mombor first position and tho second hingod mombor is 
in th e s e cond m e mb e r f i rst pos i t i on; and 

an upp e r surface of tho baso, tho second s i do of tho first hingod mombor and 

th e s e cond sid e of th e s e cond hing e d memb e r d e f i n e a crad l e for holding a plura li ty 
of ma il pi e c e s to b e d i ff e rent i a l ly w e igh e d by th e we i ghing scal e , wh e n th e f i rst hingod 
mombor i s in th e first mombor s o oond pos i t i on and the second hinged mombor is in 
th e s e cond m e mb e r s e cond posit i on . 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) A mailing machine comprising: 

a control unit for controlling operation of the mailing machine, the control unit 
adapted to operate the mailing machine at least in a differential weighing mode; and 

a scale coupled to the control unit, the scale including a platter for supporting 
at least one mail piece for weighing, the platter further comprising: 

a base having a first edge and a second edge that is opposite to the 
first edge : aa4 

at l oast ono hingod mombor mounted on the baso and movable 
botwoon a first position i n which th e hinged mombor i s substant i al l y hor i zontal and a 
second posit i on in wh i ch th e hingod mombor oxt o nds upwardly from th o baso 

a first hinged member mounted to the first edge of the base, the first 
hinged member being movable between a first member first position in which 
the first hinged member extends substantially horizontally toward the second 
edge of the base and a first member second position in which the first hinged 
member extends upwardly from the base, the first hinged member including a 
first side that faces upward when the first hinged member is in the first 
member first position and a second side that faces downward when the first 
hinged member is in the first member first position: 

a second hinged member mounted to the second edge of the base, the 
second hinged member being movable between a second member first 
position in which the second hinged member extends substantially horizontally 
toward the first edge of the base and a second member second position in 
which the second hinged member extends upwardly from the base, the 
second hinged member including a first side that faces upward when the 
second hinged member is in the second member first position and a second 
side that faces downward when the second hinged member is in the second 
member first position: 
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a first surface for supporting an item to be weighed by the weighing 
scale, the first surface being formed by at least a portion of the first side of the 
first hinged member and at least a portion of the first side of the second hinged 
member when the first hinged member is in the first member first position and 
the second hinged member is in the second member first position; and 

a cradle for holding a plurality of items to be weighed by the weighing 
scale, the cradle being formed by an upper surface of the base, the second 
side of the first hinged member and the second side of the second hinged 
member when the first hinged member is in the first member second position 
and the second hinged member is in the second member second position . 

12. Canceled. 

13. Canceled. 

14. (Previously Presented) The mailing machine according to claim 11, further 
comprising: 

a base unit, 

wherein the control unit and scale are mounted on the base unit. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a mailing machine comprising: 

placing the mailing machine in a differential weighing mode; 

configuring a weighing platter of the mailing machine into a cradle for receiving 
to rocoivo a plurality of mail pieces by moving a first hinged member of the weighing 
platter from a first position in which the first hinged member is substantially horizontal 
with respect to a base of the weighing platter to a second position in which the first 
hinged member extends upwardly from the base and by moving a second hinged 
member of the weighing platter from a first position in which the second hinged 
member is substantially horizontal with respect to the base of the weighing platter to 
a second position in which the second hinged member is extends upwardly from the 
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base, the first hinged member, second hinged member and base thereby forming the 
a cradle; and 

placing the plurality of mail pieces in the cradle. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 15, further comprising: 

removing a first one of the plurality of mail pieces from the cradle, wherein the 
mailing machine, in response to the removal of the first one of the plurality of mail 
pieces being removed, differentially determines the weight of the first one of the 
plurality of mail pieces; and 

feeding the first one of the plurality of mail pieces into the mailing machine. 
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